A lateral radiograph of the cervical spine showed a displaced "hangman's fracture" of the axis with a clear defect in the pedicles.
The inferior facets of the axis were dislocated forward on those of the vertebra below (Fig. 4) . Skull traction was applied.
It was maintained for eight days but there was no change in the fracture-dislocation.
The patient was then transferred to our care and a halo plaster was applied. 
ADDENDUM
We have recently treated yet another patient with a fracture of the body of the axis (similar to Case 2 but with less displacement) who was the driver of a car which rolled over. She had a very obvious bum on the right side of the neck and bruising over the right breast and across the abdomen which were directly in the line of the sash and lap components respectively of her seat belt.
